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rom the Shahwna mia

" Firdawsi

)Emm RHS tain and Suhbrab _
translated b}r Arthur and Edmund Warner
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The following excerpt from the Shah-nama zells the story of the tragic
“wneeting besween Rustam, a fanmons Perstan warrior with incredible
c srength, and bis :]:m,, Subrab. Prior to the wiecting, Rustas bad been un-
~aware of bis son’s existence, However, Subrat’s mbther bad reveaied to
him the identity of bis father Knaw.ng of bis fathers reputation as the
finest warrior in the Persian army, Subrab devised a plan that be boped
" wonld enable bim to meet Rustam. Joining the Turkmans, g people from
an arca cast of the G&up:':m Ser, 1 a wir ggainst the Persinns, Subrab
desived 1o mect bis father in battle and to reveal his :dmmj! to him.

‘Subrak challenged the Persinns to send & warrior to wicct hims in single
‘combat, expecting them to send bis father. As it turns out, Rustam is the
arrior who comes to meet Subrab. Tet, becawse Rustam wears un-

smarked prmor and rqﬁm:.r to revend bir mim.t:r;._, Subrab is uncertasn

whether the Persings warrior &, indecd; bis father. -

¥ The bright sun shone, the raven night flew low,
| Great Rustam donned his tiger-skin cufrass?
' And mounted on his fery dragon-steed.
= 8 Two leagues divided host from host, and all
S —Stor::d rcady-armed. The bero with a casque?
i Uf fron on his head came on tht: field.
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Suhrab on his side reveling with comrades
Tad thus addressed Human§That lion-man,
k= Who striveth with me, is as il as I am

g ujz':: ﬁnd hath a dauntless heart. He favoreth mc
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Historical Context: Shah
comes from the Persian
word szf, which means
rule. Shakis the title of any
of the former rulers of lran.

v

Literary Contexi: The
haitle that is about 1o take
placz is just one oi the vasi
numbar of episedes in
Firdawsi's monumental
epic poem. This episodic
orgenization is & common
fzaturz of epic poetlry.
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The Metropeliia
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love
erve in hi

I may not challenge
predicts

Forells

A

that he must be Rastam,

shrrups move my

him,

e me blush, for I perc
cmble

18 The marks whereof my mother spake. Moreover

:

His very feet and

d mal
My heart presageth®
4. presageth (pd 55)° ith)

For few res
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S -My s or lightly meet him in the combat,”

.. Human ssid: “Rustam oft hath countered e,

wz; This charger It like his, exceptin acion.”

=™t sundise, when they woke, Suhiab arra

Fimself in mail and, mirthful thongh resclved,

Set forward shouting, ox-head mace” in band.,

Fie greeted Rustam smiling, thou hadst said

That they bad passed the night in company: iy
T e wenr the night) How ist with thee today?

VWhy so intent on strife} Fling down thine amows

- And scimitar? and drop the hand of wroag.

1 g% ue dismount and, siting, clear our faces

. With wine, and, leaguing in God’s sight, repent

O former sieife. Undl some other cometh

" "o baxle, feast with me becanse I Jove thee,

=% “And werp for shamefastmess, In sooth thou comest

Trom heroes and wilt tell me of thy stock,

For s my foe thou shouldst not hide thy name.

- Ars thou the fmous Rustam of Zabul,
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3 i‘ - The son of valiant Zal the son of Sam?”

*: ;‘_’f % Then Rustam: “Young aspirand heretofore
33 "= wlked not thus but spake last night of wrestling.
S 2 not to be gulled, atempt it not.

1

noueh thou art young I am 110 child myself,
= Bt girt to wresde, and the end shall be
According to the will of Providenee.

-1 Lizve known ups and downs and am not one

To pracice guile upon,”™
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S Sohrab replied:

=Old man! if thou rejectest my proposals . . . !
wished that thou shonidst dic upon thy bed,
And char thy kin should tomb thy soulless corpse,
ot T will cad thee if it be God'’s will.”

They lighted, tied their chargers to a rock,

d cardously advanced in mail and casque
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== s Vith troubled heariz. They wrestled like two lions
91 Y= it their bodies ran with sweat and blood.,
‘ 8 E “From sundse 4l the shadows grew they sirove
3 &L= Y- 2 Unsil Suhrab, that maddencd elephant, '
3 ‘; Reached out, up-leaping with a Jion’s spring,
e s Canght Rustam’s girdle, mgged amain as though,
} % |55 5 Thou wouldst have said, to rend the carth, and shouting
S SR S mace (s} - A hexvy, armor-breaking clib with a metal head.
— < & seimitar (sim” » tor) £ A short, curved sword.
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rom the Shah-ama

Historical Context: The
type of one-on-one fi ghting
in which the two warfiors
are zboul to engage
occurred frequertly in early
wars, such as the onhe
involving the Persfans and
the Turkmans.

Gultural Context: in this
eplsode Firdaws! depicts
the angoing struggle
hetween good and evil that
is an Important part of
ancient Persian balief, fl
the forces of good win out,
Rustam and Sthrab will be
united. i cantrast, if the
forces of evil win oul, the
two will engage in & batile
with a tragic result,

Literary Context: Note the
use of metaphors and
similes—two impariant
elements of epic poetry.
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Culiural Context: This
was hot really a Persian
custom. Rustam is actually
trying to decsive Sufwab.

Cultural Context:
Rustam's dacaption of
Suhrab and Suhrab's
razsons Tor letting him go
ara indicative of the
ongoing struggle behwaan

good and avil. ‘ {
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g5 ~Let us dismiss such fandies from our hcarts} S@,
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b‘ d thou shalt se¢ a yoke® upon his peck.”
ﬂ e went to camp in dudgeon® at his deed.

u

b With rage and vengeance hurled him €0 the ground,

P Raised him aloft and, having dashed him dowx,

§ Sat on his breast with visage, band, and mouth

“§ Besmirched with dust, as when a Lion felleth

| An onager, then drew a bright steel dagger

| Rustam’s head, who sceing this

imed-®Explain I must! O warrior

takest Jions captive and art skilled
With lasso, mace, and scimitar! the customs
And Jaws of arms with us are not as yours. E/
In wrestling none may take a focman’s head L, b

7¢ The first fime that his back is'on the ground, ]

But having thrown him twice and won the name

Of lion then he may behead the foz:

such is our custom.”

Thus he sought to *scape
The dragon’s clutches and get off with life.
‘The brave youth hearkened to the old man’s words.
In part through confidence, in part through fatc,
In part no doubt through magnanimity,
Suhrab let Rustam go, turned toward the plain,
Pursucd an antelope that crossed his path,
And urterly forgot his recent foe.
‘When he was far away, Human came up
As swift a5 dust and asked about the fight.
'He told Humsan what had been said and dong
icd §“Alas! young man! art thou indeed
g5 So weary of thy life! Woe for thy breast,
Micn, stature; stirrups, and heroic feet!
The mighty Hoh whom thou hadst ensnared
Thou bast lct go and all is still to do.
Mark how he will entreat thee on the day
o0 Of battle owing to thy senseless act.
A Kng once spake a proverb to the point:
\" “Despise not any foe however weak.”
{ He took the very life out of Suhrab,

'‘Who standing sorrowing and amazed mpﬁﬁd'

=
%

For he will come to fight with me tomotrow

Py -
PR S S,

7. onager (in” 5 jor) s A wild ass,
_ 8. yok= (y5k) £.: A mark or symbol of subjection or servimade,
9. dudgzon {duj’ o) . Anper or rescoonent.
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arpy, with Fix father'’s ox-head mace.

Atribulad o ‘Abd uf-Vahhab

SCENE FROY SENMAL.AFE {BDOF OF FTTAS5).

The Iranian here Zal stays Fhazarvan,
the Jeader of the inmvading Toranian
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Fite & -1 ot that he micht walk like othar meh.
inr to his prayes his mountain-strength
£33 hmint, bt faoe to fare with such 0 tatk,
.’mi ‘:Mu by apprehension of Suheh,

fe esind to God and wid thlmtght} Laxd!

Provect Thy el in hit extremity.
O ha'y Focteres! 1 ask apain
My frmer greanth”

God pranted him his prayer,
The erensth which once had waned now waxed in him.
:*r wen back to the fisld perturbed and pale

e e e 3 mne [ Whil, ke 2 maddened elephant, Suhrab,
R T < Wik lawen on hit amm and bow in hand,

Lsze Came in his pride and roaring like 2 ion,
T Hie planging chamrer flinging up the soil.

When Raeam sxw the bearing of his fo
t4a wat asvanded vnd paring camestdy
Weighed i his mind the chanees of the fight.
Suherh p'u.r:c! up with youthful amropance,
O= eoting Ruesm in his strenpth and fracs,
Sad: *Thers that dider exeape the Jion's daws!
W eoree thoms boldly 1o ccnf’rm me! Speak!
Hae theey po interests of thine own to t:\.kf"
Thee ted thur s‘:wds *nml: fate malignanty
Fr":ﬁ'x*d p'erhead, and when dark fate is wroth

& i
"t

A . The two bz
a 1.0 ~+ roekt become like wax. gan
i"a -.(‘ | m v:-r::'?:. holding by their Jzathern e, dk.\(@-
- 2 1 A« for Sahrsh thon wopiidst have said]|“High heaven™
TrE L s ’,.:'I: sarmaered him, jv‘ﬁr Pastatn, reaching, chutched

B : e
amay wf e Wk

Tha wermiordcopard ¥y the head and neck,
Fene doen the b:r'} of the gallant youth,
" L Whee time vt come and 211 whose strength weas pons,
| 2ad Ere s lion dashisd him to the ground;
Trims, Frerving thet Suhrab would not stey under,
Dyrr Lipdely from his waist hie trcnchm"’ sword
And ;':"wi thi= beam of hie pallant san.
Whenmer tht dert thitst for blood and stain
1:}-"-:1"*‘1 'in‘ plictering dagper, d'ﬂ*r}
- WL be athire for thy binnd and odain
Esct hair of h,n' | ru*:rd for thee,

g A lind writhed fauem recked he then
a0 10 b!zmv:, p SU:'I’J e\

Qo Etyﬁ or g
He s i rUst T‘ “Fate gave thee my kv ¥
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5 hump -backed sky r-:arcd mc to slay mé soon.
RS Mén of my years will mock me since my neck
: R' %%1 o “Fath thus come down to dust. My mother told me

LI—I»‘.:_}W I should recognize my father. I
Sought him in love and die of my desire.
‘iﬁl 1 my toils are vain, I have not scen him.,
,'.__‘NGW wert thou fish, or mppcd like night in'gloom,
Ef]r quit of earth wast soaring like a star,

%My father would avenge me whep he seeth
%il" pillow bricks.” Some chicf will say to Rustam:

1:
:‘-_!'\-

‘Suhrab was slain and flung aside i scotn

"r'"
1--# r‘f“

.u-:-n---ul'rrr‘ [ =]
"4‘-'1

R oy oy S (2
o 5o

¢ sank upon the g-ound and swnﬂncd away,
ill coming to himself he cricd in anguish:
5‘*th:¢ is the proof that thou art Rustam’s sonf
May his name pedsh from among the great,
L':Por 1 am Raustam! Be my name fnrgotten,
; ‘@nd may the son of Sam sit movrning me!”

“He raved, his blood seethed, and with groans hc P
Y s hair up by the roots, whilc at the sight
o ';E:Suhrab sank swOOning, till at Jength he cried:

T

B N

Y wanton malice, for 1 madc advances,
i hﬂ_,llt naught that could do would stir my love.

s0ndo my breastplare, view my body barc,
*Bchnld thy jewel, see how sires treat sons!
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i’md cried: “Oh! my brave son, approved by
.,_‘i;z%r ﬂ 51311‘1 b}' mel™ .

: f' _“ . 'With dust. upon his hea k“
.ar ' %ind streaming face hﬂ r:nt hlE locks u,tnjlir]b N mﬂ'ﬁ
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;-5513 1pﬂ1uw bricks: Blocks of wnnd or stone, contoured to fit a person’s head,
llstﬂ as p:]luws When a warrior died, his pillow blocks would be remmed to bis
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.;; ;; thn Rustam loosed
Thr: mail and saw the gem he rent his clothes, } g S* W

Literary Context: Note
that this passage revealt
different side of Rusiam.
Despite his actions in {hi
episode, he is by no met
an embodiment of evil. It
fact, he is the most
important hero in the ent
Shah-nama.
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Suhrab said, “Whercfore weep t
185 "To slay thyselff What was 10 be hath been. .
~Vhen day declined and Rustam camcqnct‘bad\
There went forth twenty trusty WAITIOLS '
To leamn the issue. Both the steeds were standing

Remoiled with dust, but Rustam was not there.

¢ throne of majesty is void of Rustam!
A cry went up throughout the host and

N e The Was in confusion. Then Kaus bade sound
Astorical Context: The %ﬂ ol d s and pets, Tus® came, and the Shah

hah reveals that even if ) _
lustam has iost in one-on- d to the troops: “Dispatch a messenger

Went to Xaus® in consternation saying: a;]}
)

ne combat, the Persians That he may find out what Suhrab hath done,
Al not concade dafeat to And if there must be mourning through Iran.
12 Turkmans. . None will confront him with brave Rustam dead.

' o = must attack in force and speedily.”
5& ile clamor raged, Suhrab said thus to Rustam:
' N ﬂ «“T'he Turkmans’ casc Is altcred since my day ™
~ Is done. Usc all thine influence that the Shab
May not attack them., They approached Iran
215 Through trust in me, and I cocouraged them.
. How could I tell, O famous paladinl®® :
- That I shonld pedsh by my father’s hand?
Tet them depart unscathed, and treat them kindly.
I bad a warsor in yonder hold
220 Caught by my lasso. Flim I often asked
To point thee out. Mine cycs Jooked ever for thee.
He told me all‘but this, His place is void.
His words o’crcast my day, and I despaired.

‘“ﬁs His blood ran down. .
@g ‘—L | “Nay, this is WOrs¢ and Wors
s What will it profit

The nobles, thinking that he had been slain,
nobld

Qe

f

il .
2
.._e?_!

See who he is and let him not be harmed.
225 T marked in thee the tokens that my mother
Described, but trusted not mine eyes. The stars
. Decreed that I should petish by thy hand.
I came like lightning and like wind I go.
In heaven I may look on thee with joy.”

230 'Then Rustarn choked, his heart was full of fire,
‘ His eyes of tears. He mounted quick as dust
%3‘& And came with lamentations to the host

14. Kams (K&’ &55): The ruler of Pérsia,
1 15. Tus (£563): Troops from the region called Tus,
16. paladin {pal’ 2 din} ] A kntpht or & herolc champion,
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N ricvous consternation at li deed,
. % B ¢ anians tatehing sipht of him fell prostrate
QAW gﬁﬁﬁ Tranians cat ymg, P, o
AR ER gave God praiss that Rustam Jnd reiirned;
1 'h':_ %ﬁj“;’ﬂﬁwlzcn they saw the dust upon Jiis head,
o et e elothes and bosom renty they questioned hm:
SENTD K%ﬁqu‘ﬁﬂmt meaneth thist For whon ar 1
i LHFLIRTY :;: Te told the fearfin) deed, and all hegan
' o monrn aloud with him, Hie angnieh grew,
Liii fold the nobles: ©J have lost tndey
SEeAl strengrth and conrage. Miplt not with Torand”
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midgine the depths of Rustam’s arief?

reader's Response Whnat thoughte i fnnfﬁn_r;.'-‘.' dors
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election from the Shah-nama evolte /n you? Can you
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=2 \Why doos Subrab bogin ilﬁhiinn ovon though ho
! taalizns that ho may bo baliling hin own fathor?
“Ihe horoos of apics such no thn Shal-nnma gon-

R gratly ambody many of the deminanl niliiudos and
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AL valuas from Rusiam'n charnainr?
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Jaa,
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; F’% (2} What 15, the signilicnnece of the fraguent rofnr-

54 encos 1o fato In thin oplnodn? (b) What do thone raf-
Porsinn bolinin ceneaming

: proncen suggont ahout
- 1ho rolo of fate In poopin's livas?

"WWhat loaoon could bo Inamad from tha tragody of
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