The Epic of Gilgamesh

Directions: Complete each questions using complete sentences. You will lose points if you don’t write in complete sentences. You may write directly on this paper.
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1. What is the turning point in The Epic of Gilgamesh?

2. Who does Gilgamesh set out to find? Why. 

3. Before the quest for immortality, what was Gilgamesh seeking?
“The Story of the Flood”
1. Why does Gilgamesh begin his search for immortality?

2. Who is telling the story of the flood (remember this or you will be confused)?

3. What was going on in the world to upset Enlil?

4. What is Enlil’s solution?

5. How did Ea warn Utnapishtim about the flood?

6. What does Ea tell Ut. he should bring on the boat?

7. What does Ea tell Ut. to tell the other people of the city.

8. What does “rain down abundance, a rich harvest-tide, and wildfowl” indicate for the people of Shurrupak?

9. On what day was the boat completed? What does this number represent?
10. Describe the storm in your own words.

11.  How will Ishtar’s declaration of guilt affect the god’s attitude toward Enlil?

12. How long did the flood last?

13. What was all of mankind turned into?

14. Why did Utnapishtim release the birds?

15. Why is Ishtar upset with Enlil?

16. What is Ea’s main point within the italicized verse?

17. Why did Enlil make Ut. immortal?

See the back of this paper for an extra credit opportunity.

Figurative Language Challenge: Any example of figurative language that you think you’ve found in “The Story of the Flood,” write it down below. Include which literary term it is and the specific text from the story. One point of extra credit will be awarded for each piece of figurative language identified correctly.
